Joseph A. Liggio

Natural Resource Specialist

Texas Department of Transportation
Education

M.S. in Environmental Science, University of Houston Clear Lake August 2000      

Courses include field biology, estuarine ecology, pollution biology, environmental chemistry, tropical rainforest ecology wetlands, and conservation biology. Thesis topic was an ecological study and botanical survey of Davis Hill State Park in Liberty County. 

B.S. in Biology, Sam Houston State University. 

Graduate Student, the University of Houston Clear Lake
May- July1995
· Conducted a three-month botanical survey of the proposed Allens Creek Reservoir in support of a wildlife habitat appraisal procedure (WHAP) for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). 

Botanist & Resource Management Asst., TPWD July 1996 – Sept. 1997

· At Region 4 Headquarters, wrote assessments of habitat composition and condition with recommendations for restoration and management. Conducted field surveys and inventories of plants in state parks. Researched and wrote reports describing different series-level plant community types in each Region 4 state park; rare and endangered plants and plant communities and their ecology, fauna, geology, and soils. Research included consulting botanical and faunal literature, previous site surveys, aerial photographs, topographic maps, and soil surveys. 

Consultant for LFC Environmental August 1997

· Conducted a field survey for Hymenoxys texana critical habitat for a cellular phone tower in northeastern Harris County.
Habitat Blueprint Consultant, Galveston Bay Foundation
Aug. – Oct. 1998

· Researched and wrote parts of habitat blueprint plan for the long-term preservation of 20,000 acres of coastal habitat along Galveston Bay. The plan describes how to protect and restore habitats that are vitally important to the health of the Galveston Bay estuarine system.
Staff Environmental Scientist, Burns & McDonnell,
Oct. 1998 ( March 2000

· Wrote environmental documents and coordinated with regulatory agencies for various transmission line, railroad, oil and gas, and pipeline projects.

· Conducted field surveys for Hymenoxys texana
for a fiber optic route in western Harris County. 
Consultant Botanist 




April - September 2000    
· Performed a comprehensive floristic survey and report TPWD at Village Creek State Park, collecting and cataloging vascular plants with particular attention to rare species and communities. 

TxDOT Environmental Specialist



September 2000 - Present

· Managed consultants performing Environmental Assessments and Categorical Exclusions for transportation projects, wrote Categorical Exclusions and other environmental documents for transportation projects, performed wetland surveys and wetland delineations performed various aspects of wetland permitting, and coordinated with regulatory agencies for projects. 
· Conducted field surveys for Hymenoxys texana
for a highway project in western Harris County. 
Navasota Ladies Tresses Recovery Team Member

Fall 2003 – Present

Texas Plant Conservation Conference Participant
Fall 2002, 2003 & 2004
Natural History Photographer and Writer


 1989 – Present 

· Wrote all text and took all photographs for Wild Orchids of Texas (University of Texas Press, 1999). Published articles in Texas Parks & Wildlife, photographic features in Nature in Texas (Texas A&M Press), Texas Mushrooms (University of Texas Press), Texas Highways, Texas Parks & Wildlife and other magazines. 
