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Experience: Management and facilitation of Houston Zoo Conservation Program, including research and field initiatives in North America, Latin America and Southeast Asia. Development and oversight of conservation program budgets. Previously involved in all aspects of animal husbandry, exhibit design, maintenance, and construction, employee training and supervision, horticulture, facility management, record keeping, acquisition and dispositions, education and marketing. 
Assistant Director of Conservation – 08/05 to present. Houston Zoo

Responsible for overseeing all conservation department programs including management of departmental budget, staff resources, logistics and field research support as well as NGO and Government agency partnerships. Facilitate zoo based conservation events, conferences, workshops and programs. Involvement in program design and conservation field research including Panamanian Amphibians, Primates in Vietnam, Small Carnivore camera-trap surveys and monitoring program in Malaysian Borneo, Orangutan, Elephant and community education support efforts-Borneo, Diamondback Terrapins and Houston Toad -Texas. Management of departments annual lecture series and members travel programs, grant writing and budgets. Member Texas Parks and Wildlife Department-Wildlife Advisory Committee and East Texas Black Bear Task Force Steering Committees.
 Supervisor – 06/04 to 08/05 Houston Zoo, 1513 N. MacGregor, Houston, TX 77030

· Supervisor of Natural Encounters Department with 8 employees, which includes Mammal, Avian, Reptile and Invertebrate species. Animal acquisitions/dispositions for Natural Encounters Department. Development of operating protocols and husbandry procedures for collection and staff training and development. 
Lead Keeper: 6/00 to 6/04. Nashville Zoo Breeding and Quarantine Facility, 1710 Ridge Circle, Joelton, TN 37080 and Nashville Zoo at Grassmere  3777 Nolensville Rd., Nashville, TN 37211
· Thailand Clouded Leopard Breeding Program on site co-manager. Khao Kheow Open Zoo, Chonburi, Thailand. May 2002 and September 2002 through February 2003. Includes initiation and development of breeding and husbandry program for Thai zoos Clouded Leopard and Fishing Cat collection including staff training, management of facility budgets and hand-rearing of cubs.
· Supervision of 4,000 sq. ft. commissary facility and storage. Responsible for all inventory control, budget, staffing and diet preparation under supervision of Staff Veterinarian.

· Management and supervision of mammal collection for Breeding and Quarantine Facility Development of $300,000 facility budget, and employee training programs. Assist in development of facility protocols, institutional collection plan and guidelines leading to AZA accreditation review. Participant in “Diana Monkey Sperm Cryopreservation and Ovarian Hormone Analysis Program” and “Using Ovarian Hormone Suppression for Artificial Insemination in the Clouded Leopard”. Member IACUC / Research Committee
Zoo Attendant-Mammal Department: 03/98 to 06/00. Burnet Park Zoo, 1 Conservation Place, Syracuse, NY 13204 (315) 435-8512

Wild Animal Keeper-Mammal Department: 01/92 to 03/98. Wildlife Conservation Park Bronx, 2300 Southern Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10460 (718) 220-5161
Zoo Keeper- 06/87 to 01/91. Riverside Zoo, 1600 S. Beltline Hwy., Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Professional Activities:
· AZA Professional Member. AZA member beginning 1992
· Facilitator: 2008 Texas Wildlife Diversity Conference, Houston, Texas

· Facilitator: 2007 Zoos and Aquariums Committing to Conservation conference, Houston, Texas
· Chair, AZA Rodent, Insectivore, and Lagomorph Taxon Advisory Group 2002-present
· Vice-Chair, AZA Bat TAG 2006. Steering Committee member 1997-present. TAG member since 1994. Program co-administrator for the Symposium on the Medical Management and Care of Chiroptera, May 15-18, 2002, University of Gainesville, FL.

· AZA School for Professional Development: Managing for Success Year 1. February 2001.Wheeling, West Virginia
Publications and Presentations
             O’Connor, T., Riger, P., Jenkins, R. 2006 Promoting Fruit Bat Conservation through 
         Education in Madagascar. International Zoo Educators Journal #42, pgs 26-32
       Riger P. 2002. Thailand Clouded Leopard Conservation Program AAZK National   

                Conference Proceedings 2002 
       Riger P. 2002. Rousettus aegypticus – An Overview: Exhibition, Infant Mortality and    

                Colony Management. AAZK Animal Keepers Forum Bat Husbandry Issue Spring 

                2002. 
              Riger, P., Deane, A. Wild Chinchilla Conservation and Education. American Association 
                       of Zookeepers Animal Keeper’s Forum; 2005 pp.116-121
       Riger, P. Harmon, L., Bear-Hull, D. 2000. Use of Chiroptera in Mixed Species Exhibits. 

                AAZK Animal Keepers Forum Bat Husbandry Issue Spring 2002. Presented at 
                AZA National Conference, September 2000

      Roach, S. and Riger, P. 2006. AAZK, Inc: Supporting our Members Career’s, 

                 Goals and Dreams”. AZA Communique March 2006.
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