Rachel E. Rommel

403 ½ Avondale Dr #2
Houston, Texas 77006
713-533-6836/Email: rrommel@houstonzoo.org
Education

University of Texas Arlington, 2001
Bachelor of Arts Degree in English/Biology
Magna Cum Laude Honors
GPA: 3.8
Work History
11/2007-present
  Conservation Programs Manager, Houston Zoo, Inc
· Facilitation of local field projects including Diamondback Terrapin within Galveston Bay, Houston Toad field surveys, East Texas Black Bear education and media information programs.
· Assist in coordinating the Houston Zoo’s participation in conservation programs in selected areas including, but not limited to North America and specifically within the state of Texas; 

· Participate in the development of  programming and materials to communicate with and educate staff, members and/or visitors about wildlife conservation;

· Assist range-country partners in the development of educational messaging and communication materials;

· Prepare and deliver formal and informal reports and presentations

· Assist the Director of Conservation in identifying funding prospects and drafting proposals, and

2/2007-11/2007   Assistant to the Director of Education, Houston Zoo, Inc

· Assist the Director of Education and the Education Department with departmental programming and operations by performing professional administrative support and organization. Assist in planning and implementing programming. Education and Outreach.
1/2006-3/2007    Event Manager, Health Dimensions
· Mission to coordinate educational and interactive health fairs & wellness programs for some of the nation’s largest corporations, school districts, government agencies, hotels and technology companies. My personal goal to encourage every employee to take an active and informed approach toward better health, wellness and living for themselves and their families.

· Contributing content writer to “The Connection”, a health & wellness magazine distributed to thousands of employees in Southern California, Phoenix and Dallas bi-annually.
2/2004-1/2005
    International Sales Account Manager, ASC Ind.

Other Work Experience:

Veterinary Technician, Boat Club Road Animal Hospital & Advanced Animal Care
· Assisted in the various aspects of small animal and exotic medicine including examination, treatment, diagnostics, radiography, lab work, surgery, anesthesia, phlebotomy and pharmacy.
· Skills utilized on a daily basis: problem solving, superior multi tasking skills, crisis management, ability to remain calm and think clearly in pressure situations, team work, provide customer service with sensitivity and great care.
Research
Environmental Field Study in Costa Rica Assessed environmental conditions of varying habitats in various regions of Costa Rica in response to growing populations of people and industry. We worked with the Caribbean Conservation Council in Tortuguera to assist in sea turtle research, data collection and nesting surveys. The CCC are leaders in conflict resolution and mitigation tactics in cooperating with the local people. They have rallied local support to promote conservation, restore populations of the endangered and threatened sea turtles that nest there, and consequently generate more monetary support from ecotourism. 

Alligator Snapping Turtles Assisted in a graduate field study focusing on the declining population of Alligator Snapping Turtles in East Texas and Louisiana due to commercial over harvesting for meat and the exotic animal trade.
Diamondback Terrapins
Facilitate project to determine the status of diamondback terrapins (Malaclemys terrapin) in the Galveston Bay area. Surveys will determine the range of the species along the Texas coast, estimate population sizes, identify key habitats, and broaden our understanding of this animal’s natural history.
Houston Toads

Participate in range wide Houston Toad (Bufo houstonensis) surveys. The purpose of these surveys is two-fold. The first is to monitor the population status of the Houston Toad by counting individuals and calls at specific sites. The second purpose is to detect new localities for Houston Toads in Texas. These surveys are organized and routes are developed by biologists at Texas State University. In addition to the Houston Zoo, Texas Parks and Wildlife and Texas A&M University also run Toad surveys.
Black-spotted Newts

Assist in field study at Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge in South Texas to determine the current distribution and population status of the Newt.
Volunteer Experience in Conservation, Animal Care, Research, Education and Outreach
STRP/HEART (Sea Turtle Restoration Project & Help Endangered Animals- Ridley Turtles)
Gulf Coast Offices
· Active volunteer in this organization who’s main purpose is to protect and restore healthy sea turtle populations in the Gulf of Mexico. More specifically, to protect the most endangered of all sea turtles, the Kemp’s ridley, by educating the public on the plight of the ridley and supporting conservation laws which protect all sea turtles.
· Weekly routine 4X4 beach patrols from High Island to Matagorda County during Ridley nesting season which runs from April-July with the possibilities of hatchlings emerging through August. These beach patrols are designed to find nesting turtles and/or nests so eggs may be safely transferred to Padre Island National Seashore with the purpose of reducing predation and increasing their chances of survival. Patrols are also necessary to find any potential strandings, injured sea turtles or dead turtles to be collected for rehabilitation or necropsy.
Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network

· Member and trained volunteer to assist in rehabilitation in the event of a marine mammal stranding.
Texas Amphibian Watch- Texas Parks and Wildlife

· In the process of learning to identify all Texas native frog and toad calls in preparation for exam to be able to participate in the upcoming season of TPWD volunteer amphibian monitoring program. 
Noah’s Wish Disaster Response Team

· Volunteer Veterinary Technician to be utilized in the event of natural disasters to render aid to domestic animals and wildlife. 
River Legacy Park and Living Science Center
· Dedicated volunteer responsible for animal care of the various species of mammals, reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates on exhibit in the Living Science Center. Duties included basic husbandry, medicating, preparation of diet, feeding, weighing, inspection of animals, monitoring of their behavior and upkeep of their habitats.
· Assistance with animal interpretation and education of the Trinity River Basin and native wildlife to science center visitors

· Assisted periodically in Junior Naturalist program, and tours led by resident Master Naturalists.

Galveston Bay Foundation

· Planting of marine plants supporting the dunes and estuaries of Galveston Bay
